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ADVENT EVENTS at FPC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 5 
Michael Morgan and Friends Concert                 

7:00 pm in the sanctuary                                       
Featuring Market Street Brass, Faculty Brass En-

semble of UNC-Greensboro                         
Also, organist Alma Evett of First Baptist 

Church of Washington playing an organ duet 
with our organist Michael Morgan  The concert 
is free and the doors will open at 6:30 PM.  A 

love offering will be received for the Purpose of 
God Annex.                                                                 

Sunday, December 6                                                 
2nd Sunday of Advent                                               

Lighting of the Candle of JOY                                  
(Market Street Brass, 8:30 & 11:00 services)                              

Sunday, December 13                                        
3rd Sunday of Advent                                              

Lighting of the Candle of PEACE                                    
SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS               

This service has become a tradition within the 
life of the church and one that the choirs work 
diligently on preparing.  Come once again to 

hear the story from the fall of man at creation to 
the proclaiming of St. John that                                                

òChrist is the true Light of the World!ó                         

Sunday, December 20                                                   
4th Sunday of Advent                                              

Lighting of the Candle of LOVE                                                           

Thursday, December 24                                 
Christmas Eve                                                 

Lighting of the CHRIST Candle                                    
Childrenõs Pagent , 5:00 pm                                                    

Candlelight Service, 10:00 pm                                                          
At 9:40 PM there will be a twenty minute organ 
prelude of Christmas carols before the 10 PM 
service.  Come to worship and come to sit and 

meditate upon the sounds of the Christmas 
music as one prepares for worship at this most 

meaningful time of the year.                                   

Sunday, December 27                                         
1st Sunday after Christmas 

 

 
 

THE PARSONõS PAGE 
    

òUtopist Visions and Kingdom Valuesó 
 

It is a truth to say that one of the chief critical arguments made against the             

Christian faith regards the mistaken notion that we advocate a naïve worldview.  
Quite apart from the nay-saying naysayers of the atheistic persuasion, these self-
proclaimed pragmatists have always been the bane of those of us who promote king-
dom of God values in our anything but kingdom of God world. You know their 
lingo, òIn the real world,ó they will often intone, as if to suggest that Godõs world is 
nothing but an ephemeral apparition in the minds of otherwise reasonable people.  
Sadly, to borrow and bend a phrase from the Bard of Avon, Mr. Shakespeare himself, 
òMe thinks thou/them dost protest too much.ó 

 The problem, of course, is that the polemical pitch of those very same pragmatists 
is untrue.  While we each must admit to the occasional wistful yearning for a life devoid of 
pain and suffering, struggle and strife, and with the  concurrent blessings that come from a 
world full of ease and plenty, such utopist visions are far afield of the way genuine followers 
of Christ see and engage the world around us.  When we champion the kingdom values we 
see revealed in places such as Matthewõs Gospel, especially in chapter 25, we do not reject 
the realities of the world but rather reject the conclusion that such things as hunger, alien-
ation, perpetual poverty, ignorance, enmity and hatred, violence and aggression, disease and 
decay are forever or any more real than the love, care, kindness, mercy, grace and intelli-
gence used by us to thwart them.  We live those values not in spite of the way the world is, 
but because we see it as it truly is.   It is our relationship to the Christ Child and that funda-
mental realization that drives us to strive to make it better. 

 So, what then do we say to those who would slander our most precious dreams and 
aspirations?  Shall we yield to their cynicism?  Shall we concede the world to them in its        
brokenness and ignore our part in making the repairs?  I think not.  I hope and pray not! 

 No, the truth is we of "The Way of Christó know the kingdom He heralded is as 
real as the ground we stand on or the air we breathe, the aforementioned sorrows and strife, 
notwithstanding.  So to this let us make our resolve to live as kingdom people.  Then, per-
haps, the cynics and the naysayers who mock the Christ Child and His meaning might just 
change their minds.       
 

                                          My Love Always,  

      

The Navigator 

Lee 
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Usher/Nursery Schedule  

SESSION: 

 

Please note that it is the                  
responsibility of those who are 
ushering, greeting, and serving 
communion to be present on the 

date you are scheduled.   
If you change responsibilities 

with someone, please notify the              
church office. (946-4616). 

 
 

December 6 
  8:30 Tommy Swanner (HU)
 Keith Smith 
11:00 Jeff Rumley (HU) 
 Michael Lee   
 Davis Lane Rumley 
 Roddy Schmitt 
 Mike Thomas  
Greeter: Eleanor Rollins  

Nursery: Beth Anne Stork 
  
 
 

December 13 
  8:30 Jim Ellis (HU) 
 John Rebholz  
11:00 Mike Worley (HU) 
 Bill Mac Alligood 
 Frank Belote 
 John Fowle 
 Archie Jennings  
Greeter:   Angela Worley 
Nursery:  Terri Ann McLawhorn 
 

 
 
 

December 20   
  8:30 Jim Steinbacher (HU) 
 Sharon Steinbacher 
11:00 Derris Bradshaw (HU) 
 Bo Brooks 
 Dallas Silverthorne 
 Jay Wickham 
 Jack Wilder  
Greeter: Kim Melk     

Nursery:   Cindy Edwards 
 
 
 
 

December 27 
  8:30 Ray Faulkner (HU) 
 Ron Clark  
11:00 Steve Brodie (HU) 
 Chuck Bracken 
 Reid Brodie 
 Ross Hailey 
 Mike Hopper 
 David McLawhorn 
Greeter:  Sally Brodie  
Nursery:  Kim Melk 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  The November Stated Meeting of the Session was held on Tuesday, November 17.  Minutes of the meeting and 
all other meetings are on file in the church office for your viewing. Copies are available upon request. The next Stated Meeting of 
the Session meeting will be a Joint Meeting of Deacons and Elders (outgoing and incoming) on December 15.  The new officer 
nominees for 2010 will be examined by the Session at that time.  The Service of Ordination and Installation of the Elders elect 
and Deacons elect will be in January.  Please see a short biographical sketch of the nominees printed below and on page 3.  

David McLawhorn (elder)  David and his wife, Terri Ann, have been members of First 

Presbyterian Church since 1991.    A member of the Sojourners Sunday School Class, David is 
currently on the Youth Advisory Council.  David has also previously served on the Session as a 
member of the Personnel Commission.  Prior to his membership here at FPC, David was a 
member of the First United Churches in Wilson and in Ayden, NC.  He has served as 
President of Beaufort County Community College since 2001. 

David has two sons, Jeffrey and Matt, and two daughters, Megan and Anna.  His favorite 
pastimes are playing golf and cheering on the ECU Pirates football team.  

 

Bill Pleasants (elder) Bill joined the church when he and wife Ann arrived here from the 
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Sunday School class.  A member of Presbyterian Womenõs Circle #4, Bev also is involved in the Prayer Ministry and serves on the Worship Com-
mission.  An able administrator and teacher, she does both for the Washington Bible Study program that reaches throughout the Washington area 
community.  Still not satisfied, she continues to serve on the committee for YoungLives, a group that ministers to teenage mothers and their chil-
dren. 

Bev and Bill are the parents of two grown sons, Jeff, who now lives in Washington, and Jason, who along with wife Lisa are the parents of grand-
daughter Audrey who live in Haddonfield, New Jersey.  The Walkers await the birth of their grandson scheduled for January of next year. 
 

 

Larry Ahlman (deacon)  Born in Cleveland, Ohio, Larry grew up in northeastern Ohio.  After graduating from Mount 

Union college, where he met his wife, Carole, they lived in southern California for over 20 years.  Work took them back East 
to New Jersey, where Larry continued working in sales and marketing for Hoechst Roussell Vet, an animal health pharmaceu-
tical company until retirement in 2000.  Little Washington looked like the ideal place to retire and they moved to Cypress 
Landing. 

They left a little stone church, Kirkpatrick Presbyterian, in Ringoes, NJ and joined Washington First Presbyterian Church in 
2001.  Larry has been active in the community and in the church, serving on community committees, in the church choir, 
sings bass with his quartet all over town, has been serving an open term as a deacon for the class of 2009. 

 

Mark Eakes (deacon)  Mark W. Eakes and his wife, Gene, joined First Presbyterian Church in April, 2004.  Mark is cur-

rently serving as an usher and attends the Monday morning Men's Bible Study Group which meets at Blackbeardõs each week.  
Before moving to Washington, they were members at First Presbyterian in Greenville, where Mark served as an usher, deacon, 
elder and lay reader.   

Currently retired, Markõs background is in Human Resources Management with several prominent manufacturing organizations at 
the corporate, division, group and plant levels.  Both Mark and Gene enjoy playing golf and traveling.   

 

 

Joni Faulkner (deacon)  Joni became a member of FPC in October of 1997.  Married to Ray Faulkner, they have three 

children, Matt Faulkner, Justin Spruill and Jennifer Spruill.  She transferred her membership to First Presbyterian Church 
from Butner Presbyterian Church in Butner, NC.   

Joni is an account manager in the Life and Health Department of The Clement Companies in Greenville, NC.   
 

 

 

Jack Hill (deacon)  Jack and his wife Glinda joined First Presbyterian in October, 2007.  A member of the Seekers Sunday 

School Class, Jack has been an active volunteer at Eaglesõ Wings.  He served as a deacon at the Reformed Church of Closter, 
New Jersey where he was a member before moving to North Carolina.  He had also been a member of Alpine Community 
Church in Bergen County, New Jersey.  He and Glinda have a son, Tim and grandsons, Keith and Peter, who still live in New 
Jersey in Montvale.  

A retired airline pilot, Jack lists that he still enjoys flying antique airplanes as a special outside activity.   
 

 

Mike Rowe (deacon) 

Mike grew up attending First Free Will Baptist Church here in Washington.  He joined First Presbyterian Church shortly after he 
and his wife, Jan, were married here at FPC in 1997.  He previously served as a deacon and helped with the youth program when 
Monte and Kari Johnston were here at FPC.  Mike also has been a Young Life leader.   

Mike and  Jan have a son Will, 8 years old, and a daughter Leigh, 4 years old.  He is the Assistant Director of Facilities at ECU in 
Greenville. 

 

 

Curtis Clay Tucker (deacon)Originally from Grifton, Curt was a member of Grifton Presbyterian until he joined Wash-

ington First Presbyterian with his wife, Candi, in May of 2006.  Curt and Candi have a three-year-old daughter, Sarah, and a son 
Tate.  Curt has served as a LOGOS table parent and also serves as an usher.   

Curt is a Manufacturing Engineer at NACCO Material Handling Group in Greenville, NC. 
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C H I L D R E Nõ S 
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 by Robin McKeithan 

òKeep these words that I 
am commanding you today 
in your heart.  Recite them 
to your children and talk 

about them when you are at 
home and when you are 
away, when you lie down 
and when you rise.ó                               

Deuteronomy 6:6 & 7  

 LET³S GO...                   
   Ï 

  Ï     
 

                       
 

    CHRISTMAS CAROLING! 
Meet at the church at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, December 21. 

We will come back to the church for a hot dog supper.     

EVERYONȨyoung and young-at -hearţ is invited to partici-

pate!  Please call Robin at 946-4616 and let her know you are 

coming so that we will have enough hot dogs for everyone! 

Ï 

Ï 

Ï 

Ï 

Ï 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Annual Christmas Eve 

Pageant will be at 5:00 p.m. on 

December 24.  Please bring your 

child to the church parlor by 4:45 

to participate.   

The children will get their costumes when they arrive.  

For this family service, following the pageant the chil-

dren will have a special time with Lee before returning 

to sit with their family.  A baby nursery will be available 

during the service.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY BABY JESUS! 

A Birthday Party                for JESUS will be 
celebrated on Sunday, December 20 during 
childrenõs church.                      NOTE:  Parents     

willing to help please call Robin. 

If y
ou know someone 

who would like a visit, 

please call R
obin at 946

-

4616! 
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A Few Opportunities for Givingé 
 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS GIVING  Have you ever pondered over what to give someone for Christmas? You may have thought, òThey have 
everythingó or òIõve never seen them wear what I gave them last year.ó Well, this year why not try something different?  This year the Missions 
Commission will host an Alternative Christmas Shop again on December 6. The Alternative Christmas Shop allows you to make a donation to a 
mission organization in the name of the person on your Christmas List. Eagles Wings, Little Children of the Philippines and Camp Albe-
marle will have representatives to provide you with an announcement card that you can send to that person telling them you have made a gift in 
their name. Gifts can be made in any amount with a $5.00 minimum.  So take the stress, hassle and waste out of gift giving and help make a dif-
ference in the lives of others! 
 

ANGEL TREE    It Starts with a Gift. But It's So Much More.  Help reconcile families in your own community. 

Angel Tree is a ministry that reaches out to the children of inmates and their families with the love of Christ. It seeks to transform the lives of these 
families and to reconcile them to their Heavenly Father and each other. This year, First Presbyterian is once again supporting the Angel Tree minis-
tries. On behalf of an incarcerated parent, participants purchase, wrap and deliver gifts to their children.  Each child receives two giftsñone of 
clothing and a fun gift, such as a toy or a CD, with a cost of between $20 to $25.  There are 50 names on the tree this year.  If you were unable to 
pick up a name on Sunday, November 29, and would like to participate, please call Virginia Jenks at 946-2535.  

Volunteers are also needed for delivering the gifts on December 12.  Eight teams of two are needed.  Please contact Bill Walker if you can help 
deliver gifts.  
 

A Love Note from òTANGERINEó   

                             A Love Story...for the Young and Young-at-Heart,  by our resident òSpinner of Spider Talesó 

I know youõre surprised to hear from us, but as you big people say, òWe have been SO busy.ó  But Ebony brought us news that 
made us very happy.  This is EXACTLY what he said.  òIn my astute observations, I have been privileged to be a recipient of 
the news that our home (church) is taking a Love Offering for our dearly beloved friends that work here at our home.ó  Now it 
took sweet Jade to decipher all that!  She said, òOur friends and co-workers are being thanked because they are so dedicated 
to their work and they show their love to all of us.ó  Whew!  Well said, Jade.  So the cousins (MagentañFushiaõs daughter, 
Ebony, Jade, Chartreuse) and I met and decided we wanted to be the first to recognize our special friends and contribute to 
this love offering becauseé 

...We learn so much from Mr. Lee and Mr. Darryl when they talk about Jesus and read from Godõs Word.  (Weõve even 
òperusedóñEbonyõs wordñthe big Book that is in the big room. 

...Mr. Mike helps the singing people sing so beautifully. You might not know that we get to hear them twice each week be-
cause we donõt ever miss their Wednesday night singing.  They say they are òpracticing.ó 

...Mr. Corey and Mrs. Robin make sure all our children and young people learn about Jesus.  They also remind them to be 
careful of the òlittle ones.ó  (Jade says thatõs us but Iõm not sure.) 

...Mrs. Pat teaches those precious children to sing like angels.  The last time they sang in the big room at the church, most of 
us gathered under the front pew (no one ever sits there, you know) but Ebony had to be a little different, so he perched on 
the baptismal font.   

...And everyone knows how much Mrs. Gladys loves her babies here at the churchñand they love her, too.  She keeps the 
room for the babies so pretty and tidy, so the cousins and I decided we shouldnõt go in that room. 

...Mr. Marvin looks after usñlooking under the pew cushions to see if any of us have been trapped there and then he sweeps 
so carefully when weõre scurrying around.  He really keeps our home tidy. 

...Ms. Maddy keeps everything moving along.  She makes appointments, works at her computer a lot and greets everyone who 
comes into the church office.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
...Mrs. Patsy pays the bills so we can live in a warm house (and cool house in the summer) and have lights, water and all the 
stuff big folks and spiders need.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
...Mrs. Beth gets all the church news and information to us, and someone told us that she knows where to find things in the 
Book of Order.  We always check the newsletter and bulletin to see when thereõs going to be some meeting and eating around 
here and, as Ebony says, to òtake advantage of culinary leftover.ó                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

In words (as Magenta said), we love these special people.  So Chartreuse (who very seldom has anything to say) suggested that 
we slip our love gift offering envelope under the door of the church office ôcause itõs hard to reach the offering plates without 
being seen.  Now the big folks will find special envelopes in their pews on December 6 and December 13, and we hope every-
one will show their thanks to the church staff and our friends by contributing to the love offering. 

Weõll probably be too busy during Thanksgiving and Christmas to write another note, but always know that we love the home 
you have provided for us and we love all you kind folks.  Iõd say weõve written a real love story. Wouldnõt you? 

         TANGERINE 
Editors Note:  Tangerine and the cousins were the first to contribute to the church staff Love Offering, and in their envelope were three bugs, two flies, some crumbs 
and $5.00.  It looks as if our little spiders have led us. 
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December 
 

Tuesday, December 1 
Worship Commission, 5:30 pm 

Christian Education Commission, 6:30 pm 
Planning Commission, 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, December 2 

Membership Commission, 2:00 pm 
Chancel Choir, 7:00 pm 

Youth Advisory Council, 7:30 pm 
Stewardship òThank Youó Dinner 

Saturday, December 5 
Floating Baby Shower for Mary Lee Evans, 2:00 pm-4:00 pm,                                   

at the home of Carol Humphreys 
Michael Morgan & Friends Concert with Market Street Brass, 7 pm, in 

the sanctuary of FPC (Love Offering will be received for Purpose of God) 
Sunday, December 6    

Worship, 8:30 & 11:00 am (Market Street Brass) 
Amped: Middle School 5-6:30 pm; High School 6:-7:30 pm (Dinner served) 

Monday, December 7  
Menõs Bible Study @ Blackbeards, 7:00 am 

Missions Commission, 12:30 pm; Evangelism Commission, 6:30 pm 
Childrenõs Choirs, 3:30 & 4:00 pm; Grace Note Ringers, 7:00 pm 

Chancel Choir, 6:00 pm                 
Tuesday, December 8  

Circle I, II, III, 10:00 am; Circle 1V, 9:15 am; Circle V, 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, December 9     

Chancel Choir, 7:00 pm 
Saturday, December 12 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 9-12 noon in the sanctuary 
(Also, Kinder Praise & Psalm Singers) 

Sunday, December 13  
Service of LESSONS & CAROLS,  8:30 & 11:00 am  

Amped: Middle School 5-6:30 pm; High School 6:-7:30 pm (Dinner served) 
Monday, December 14  

January Newsletter Deadline, 12 noon!                                                                                   
Menõs Bible Study, 7:00 am at Blackbeardõs     

Tuesday, December 15 
Joint Session Dinner Meeting  (Outgoing and Incoming Deacons & Elders) 

Sunday, December 20   
Worship, 8:30 & 11:00 am 

(Christmas Offering Received) 
 Monday, December 21  

Menõs Bible Study, 7:00 am at Blackbeardõs  
Christmas Caroling at 5:00 pm; Hot Dog Supper at Church following 

Thursday,  December 24 
Christmas Eve Services, 5:00 pm & 10:00 pm 

(Love Offering Received) 
Sunday, December 27 

1 Worship Service , 10:00 am 
(Sunday School will not meet)   

Monday, December 28 
Menõs Bible Study, 7:00 am at Blackbeardõs 

CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED 
Tuesday, December 29   

Wednesday,  December 30  
Chancel Choir, 7:00 pm 

 

PLEASE NOTE... 
Friday, January 1 

CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED                                         
Monday,  January 4 New Weekly Newsletter Mailed Out! 

Menõs Bible Study, 7:00 am at Blackbeardõs 
Childrenõs Choirs, 3:30 & 4:00 pm; Grace Note Ringers, 7:00 pm      

   HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  

   A Celebration of LIFE! 
Please Note... 

 If you would like to celebrate a birthday listed below with a gift to 
the Legacy of Faith Fund* in that personõs name, please fill out the 
form below and send it to the church office.  A note notifying the 
person(s) of your gift will be sent to them by the church as well as a 
note of acknowledgement to you. 
Join us in celebrating the following December birthdays: 

12/1 Ted Lewis, Dot Moate, Mary Lee Evans  
12/7 Sheryl Niederhauser, Jane Hodges, Elsie Hughes, Karl Stork 
12/8 Latham Potts, Ron Siegrist, Mary Grace Wilder 
12/9 Sally Wiley, Tommy Swanner, Justin Spruill 
12/10 Nancy King 
12/11 Terri Ann McLawhorn, Ward Grosz, Dee Congleton,  
 Mark Hamblin 
12/12 Sharon Probert 
12/13 Harold Simmons, Neal Atkinson 
12/14 Barbara Brodie, Ann Kivett, Phyllis Jones, Wheeler Johnson, 
 Callie Wahab 
12/15 Charles Bracken, Lois Hager, Macy Wade Morgan   
12/17 Carol Jean Ward, Dallas Silverthorne 
12/18 Mary Wright Payne, Shirley Phillips, Mary Kay Whelan 
12/19 Jim Curran, Jackson Wilder, Megan Wickham 
12/20 Chuck Baltimore, Andy Kingsbury, Anna Deatherage,  
 Stuart OõNeal  
12/22 Inza Mackenzie, Mary Page Moore 
12/23 Roy Gerritsen 
12/24 Ann Pleasants, Andy Blake, Nancy Rowe 
12/25 Eric Lovenberg, Mark Eakes, Seth Rumley 
12/26 Madge Norwood, Shelly Rebholz 
12/28 John Leasure, Dorothy Collins 
12/29 David Hocevar, Michael Morgan, Scott  
12/30 Galen Niederhauser, Jeanne Neiderhauser 
12/31 Charlene Wickham 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Your Name__________________________________________ 

Yes, I/we (please write your name on the line above) would like to thank God 
for________________________________õs gift of years                                               

with a donation of $______________ to the   

Legacy of Faith Fund* .                                                                            

Note:  If more than one person is to be celebrated, please write names on a separate piece of 
paper or just circle the names on the list above and return it with your gift.   

*The Legacy of Faith Fund , an en-
dowment fund, was begun at FPC in June, 2002, as an opportunity òfor 
each of us to have the blessing of being a part of showing our faith in 
Christ to others, now and in the futureó and to enable us to òchoose to be 
part of passing along a tangible expression of our faith.ó  Brochures ex-
plaining how the fund works may be found in the òConnection Corneró 
kiosk in the fellowship hall.                                                             


